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AUGUST 1933, 



COMRADES:- With the Convention only % month away we are 
still not very well prepared, especially in a financial way, 
locals that have money to send for Convention pond should not 
put off any longer ♦ 

Blare is still a lot of pre-Convention discussion to be 
gotten out in the Bulletins* Much of it has come in vasy late 
altho the open discussion period has been onsince Feb 1st, 
Several xoore sections of the Bulletin will be necessary, 

She Convention will open on Saturday ,Septeraber 2nd at 
10,*.m,in the headquarters of local Detroit* 

PRB- COHYEHTIOir DISCUSSION 



Some Remarks On Tho Articles of Comrade T Brien 
(by Stanley Bbvak, local Detroit) 

Cimrade O'Brien In his numerous articles has touched on 
many problems within the Party* However , to the disappointment 
of many Comrades ,he has failed to make his criticism construct* 
ive or to work out a definite position for strengthening the 
Party en tte various questions upon which he has touched* Re- 
ading Comrade T Brien*B frequent articles, one cannot help fee- 
ling that they contain littlecmore than mere words* If the 
accusation he brings concerning the mental poverty of the BF*B» 
0,4s correct, then his articles may be accepted as a substant- 
iation of his own charges* 

It is very evident to many comrades that there is consid- 
erable dissatisfaction within the Party concerning the present 
policy and leadership* Hhis is noticeable even in the articles 
of such urgent defenders of the present policy as Comrade O'B- 
rien. Ihe dissatisfaction of the membership does not at times 
manifest itself in as constructive a criticism as one might 
desire, but it is sufficient to establish the fact that there 
most be something seriously wrong with the present structure 
of the Party, and that its policy most be out of date on many 
vital questions. It is extremely important to the future of 
the $arty that the coming Convention examine very carefully 
and critically the structure' tactics, and leadership, regardless 
of what trouble and time such work may require* 

Comrade O'Brien takes severely to task all Comrades 
who dare to question the soundness of the present Party posit- 
ion and who may have enough courage to bring up questions the t 
appear to them to be important. But Comrade O'Brien fails to 
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make any kind of analysis on the questions put forth by the 
Comrades he criticises f or to formulate the problems that in hi* 
opinion are facing the coming Contention. Are we to conclude 
tfcat everything is in perfect order in the Party, that ^> thing 
cculi be irrrproved that no chanes of aaay kind are needed, since 
su^i an old and leading meober as Comrade f Brien has so very 
little of & positive nature to offer at this time? 

We mast encourage the membership to take full advantage of 
the discussion period to express their opinions f their criticism 
of the Party's pos&tion and leadership freely in the locals and 
in the Bulletin* Without frank delf-criticism we cannot build 
the neoesaary revolutionary leadership, !2he leadership of the 
Painty must very patiently and carefully consider the criticism 
and opinions advanced by the membership* 

She style of criticism made of the various articles by Com- 
rade 0*Brien is harmful to the development of self-criticism wi th- 
in the Party* It will discourage the membership from expressing 
their views. Comrade T Brien does not give any satis factory answer 
to the questions ptit forth by the Comrades he criticises, 3fie crit- 
icism is too severe f in some cases almost personal(e*g.that on 
Bergstrom)* 

n 5he weakness of our Party is that those who have theoreti- 
cal ability have to do so much of the concrete work of the Party 
that thfey have little time for theoretical study* J writes Comrade 
O r Brie32 f in the June Bulletin* He makes no attempt to explain this 
state of affairs* Is it not in itself proof of the fact that our 
Party is badly lacking in correct organization in division of 
work, and in planning? 

In the opinion of the present writer, the growth of our Party 
is badly hampered by several serious shortcomings that must be 
eliminated at the coming Convention if the party is to make furt- 
her progress$ 

1* Duality in the national structure of the party* 3he Nations! 
Secretary is eledfted by the Convention and claims to have certain 
authority and responsibility to the body that elected him*Accord- 
ing to the Party T s Constitution the national Executive Committee 
has puwer to make decisions on all matters between the convent-* 
ions* Vifhen differences of opinion takes place between the Ifetional 
Executive Council and the National Secretary the latter claims to 
be responsible to the Convention and that he is not an office boy 
to the Executive Couftcil* Is the N&tional Secretary responsible 
to the National Executive Comoittee and does he work under its 
jurisdiction or is he responsible to the Convention only? Shis 
dual authority at the head of the organization has greatly hamp- 
ered the work of our Party* Ae Convention must clearly defihe 
just who is the only and final authority in the Party between Con- 
ventions* In the opinion of the waiter, the National Secretary 
should be replaced by the Secretary pf the National Executive 
Committee, elected by that body and completely responsible to it* 

2* Too great centralisation of the Party 1 s work in too few 
hands* In the national office power lies chiefly in the hands of 
one man, the National Secretary* Ibe leading comrades have too 
little confidence in tfoe ability of the rank and file in carrying 
on the work of the Party* 3Siey monopolise too large a share of 
the responsibility* The attitude of the leading comrades discour- 
ages the rank and file in assuming responsibility in the Party. 

3 Ihe leadership is not giving sufficient time to the work 
of the Party* The Party needs at least a half doaen comrades to 
work full time in the National Office* 

4 # We are behind in our study of theary and tactics;, on 
some vital questions we are completely out of date* 

5* She Party*s position is too general^ too indefinite on 
many important questions* 



3 $*, poor planning in sending- speakers, organizing new locals, 
and raising funds— all this presents a serious and practical 
problem thftt moat be solved* 

Ohese are a few of the outstanding shortcomings of the 
Party, all of which must be remedied by the coming Convention of 
the Party if it is to grow in si ^effectiveness, and significance* 

Party Leadership 
(Anthony Bielskas, local Grand Rapids) 
Ifce center is the guiding body of the Party between Conven- 
tions *, Jhe center can only give proper guidance to the Party 
when it is composed of the best informed* To give guidance it is 
necessary to how to apply Marxism to the objective conditions ,the 
center lacking this cannot give proper guidance to the Party* 

The center should be composed of such «w»b*ro who can write, 
speak and organise* Ihey should know the difference between sehsn 
lng as& planning, also what are reform and revolutionary measures* 
lacking the understanding of these differences the center leads 
the Party into "blind alleys ** 

2he delegates at the Convention will have to make a careful 
selection of those for the center, 2hey must examine the qualif- 
ications of the candidates that are nominated for that body, they 
must study their weaknesses and also their strength* They must see, 
as Lenin once wrote ,*It mast see clearly. as if onthe palm of its 
hand, the whole activity of every candidate for this post; it most 
become acquainted with their Individual characteristics, their 
weak sides and their strong sideeywith their victories and their 
"defeats^ Iienin on Organization,^ a letter to Iskra.Hov 85, 
1903) « f 

A center composed of members with an understanding of the 
objective conditions and the correct application of tactics can 
lead and bui^d the Party* As the rank and file are the reflection 
of its leaders, if the leaders do not understand, then it necessari- 
ly follows that the rank and fil© will not understand the objective 
conditions and the tactics to apply in the struggle* 

2he Party must be informed of this fact, that the present 
U*B*C is a very weak one* Some of those on thd* body lack cons- 
iderable understanding of the Party*s position on many questions 
of vfctal importance . SOhis ignorance has been an obstacle in the 
path of the introduction of division of labor in the U*E.C. 

At the present time we have ohe member, Comrade flbvak, who 
advances the theory t&at we should abandon the principle" that 
the members themselves should know th© Party f s position on all 
matters.** Let us look at this as a premise to reason from^and 
see where it would lead us to* 

If the Party took sAch a position, it would logically 
follow that, the center xvould be like the Pope of the Catholic 
church. 2&e rank and file of the Party would be believers Instead 
of knowers. Ohe Communist Party is like that* We should be 4uat 
the opposite* 2he rank and file should study and know the Party's 
position on all questions. By having this knowledge the rank and 
file can check up on its leadership . The rank and file should knor? 
its leaders. Ihey should know who to keep as lewder s and who to 
get rid of. $ie rank and file should study the position of the 
Party on all matters ard not leave that to a few. Ohe more members 
understand the position of the Party the stronger the Party will 
be* Comrades, we must build a strong Party*Iret us Insist that 
every member must learn the Party T s position on all matters*I,et 
us build a vanguard of the working class and not merely a Vangw 

uard of the vanguard* Comrade O r Brien was correct when he wrote 
"Uew deals appear to be one of the characteristics of decline." 
The Convention will have to be alert so that no tricky "New Seals" 

aire put over. 

^frffifr&MSi ■ - *.*-—.«.«—• 



Co aments On"Critisism" 
(by John Durhin, local Detroit) 

Whether the Party is to make progress in the future or 
continue as in the past will be largely determined by the pro- 
gram adopted at the coming Convention,, 

If some of the articles appearing inthe Bulletin tinder the 
heading of pre-Convention discussion are to be taken as a crit- 
erion this coining Convention should prove not only very interest-* 
ing but very necessary — if some of the statements especially those 
made by Comrade O x Brien are correct* 

Hearing to tae May issue of the Bulletin > Com.O I BrieK 
mates a, rather remarkable statement to the effect that "!Ehe men- 
tal poverty of the Br.B*G f and its E.C is manifest"* 5Pruly a stra- 
nge situation where the mental capacity of our Party leaders is 
a debatable question. Coming from a member 6f the U.B^C such a 
statement carried considerable significance, however, it is well 
to remember that a vivid imagination is one of the characteristics? 
of the Irish * 

The tribulations besetting Com O'Brien's "Hod era 
Marxist from Africa s lndia or China.*, in determining which party 
he would Join.", while Bounding childish and apparently harmless 
convey certain Innuendo^ aimed at Iiocal Detroit. Jhese insinuat- 
ions having been made through the medium of the Bulletin the 
privilege to comment on then likewise, is accepted. 

Comrade ofBrien would advise his imaginary Marxist 
"to read the theoretical articles contributed by local D etroit", 
As a modern Marxist our Chinese comrade would no doubt be also 
interested in practical application,, In this respect he would 
find local Detroit in marked contrast to those locals whose great- 
est achievement, in their own estimation, consisted in a presuppe- 
sed ability to professionally diagnose economic and political 
trends ,and whose, chief occupation as far as revolutionary activil ' 
was concerned was their participation in scholarly discourses 
with other equally learned and mostly in agreement with them. !Jto 
paucity of theoretical articles contributed by the members of 
local Detroit to the "Pro UTews" -Slight possibly prove a disappo- 
intment to our visitor from afar 3 but such disappointment wouldt 
undoubtably be overcome by the consolation derived from reading 
the articles contributed by Comrade O'Brien, Which are most aora$|k£ 
picuous by their absence. 

Ub doubt f while "seeking concrete evidence 11 our modern 
Marxist fro© the JungloafWhy import a Modern Marxist from Africa, 
Iniianar Ghina?there are several that we know of in the u.S both 
modern and antedeluvian) would make some Interesting discoveries* 
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For instance ,tne cause underlying the *fhriving"conditions of 
Local OShicago, ffihis would prove a very valuable undertaking 
provided the Party as a whole was advised as to the findings. 
Our visitor from the Wilds would then face the most difficult 
task of all ,that of finding one concrete suggestion offered by 
Comrade *Brlen in TipT voitgnl'noixs writings as to how the Party 
may be made to j^uaction more efficiently in the future »H?Is 
"criticism" is entirely negative and brings to mitral the story 
of the Irishwoman who upon seeing her son T s regiment on parade 
was heard to exclaii^lihe^e all out of step except my son Patr- 
ick* 

In the June issue ,2nd. edit ion f caustically criticising 
an article hy Comrade Wass, Detroit, Comrade T Brien attributes 
W&ss T s opinions to influence from association* "My personal 
opinion causes me at this ttoe to think that much depends on 
influence from association," Well;Woll; can it be possible 
that Comrade Bergstrom r s association with Comrade OVBrien has 
in any way been responsible for Bergstrom straying from the 
path of revolutionary rectitude as defined by Conuc^Brien? 

"Ihe weakness of our Party is that those who have theor- 
etical ability have to do so much of the concrete work of the 
Party that they have not sufficient time for theoretical study. « 
Too bad; Com* O x Brien T s modern Marxist would be very interested 
and would be well advised to seek concrete evidence ma to how 
the decisions of the last Convention were carried put with res- 
pect to the Marxian Labor College, Iha Class ¥Far Prisoners t Hie 
Participation in Parliamentary activity. Unemployment movement, 
Auxiliary Organizations t etc $ What "concrete" work did our 
tired theoreticians do to carry out the decisions of the last 
Convention relative to placing the Party on the ballot? What 
auxilli&ry organisations did our over-worked intellectuals help 
to build? If it is a fact that this work was only undertaken 
by those active comrades in local Detroit who according to Com, 
x 3rl*en stand so sorely in need of "theoretical directing"? 

N.3 C. 
, ^While. brevity may bo the soul of wit, patience is sometimes 
a virtue* Nxzh a dt.ls£ 'statement to the effect that the present 
15 ia»abeMB<aIl.,CbBdS'c\2»0t bring the desired results". Comrade 
Al»Eenner ,Detroitj,advooates a change to a 7 member N#B»C» Com* 
Renner f as a member of the present 1LB.C should certainly be in 
a position to explain what he feel&snses to be the deficiencies 
in the present set-up ♦ However, if the shortcomings of the Party- 
leadership are not the result of "mental poverty" and can only 
be attributed to a weakness in the organizational structure of 
the Party, I would offer the following suggestions j 

Ihat provision be made in the Party Constitution for 
the setting up of a Central Sxecutive Committee* Qftat this com- 
mittee be selected by the N.E.C, That the Central Executive 
Committee select, a^d be responsible for ? the proper functioning 
of the Central Executive Committee Secretary* Ihat the editing 
and publishing of the "Pro Mews" be under the supervision and 
control of the Central Executive Committee, Jfeat there be only 
t*o separate funds; the Press Fund and the Party pond* 

Com, Renner *s suggests that only members who are in a 
position to devote" a ma;jor portion of their time accept office" 
to which I would add that only members who can devote all their 
time should serve on the Central Executive Conmittee # 



6 35xird Interactional 

Comrade Mary Wright has expreaaai sentiments long held by 
many members of our Party in relation to the Ohird international 
Our position must be determined not on the "basis of what we beli 
eve to be the situation in G-erinany or China, but what ws kyow~5T 
We activities carried on by the American Section of tW' surd 
international o 

jv.\i an irres tibia force strike an iEmovahle object She 
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recruit is prcblematioal,but when one p.spsessed of a Bangle track 
brain throvras his no&SLhinto high gear the results are likely to 
resemble the conglomeration of rabbling irraspcnsiliiai&tstaments 
similar to those advanced by Comrade Babbitt in his "criticism" 
appealing in the first July' Bulletin 

Along with vitup eration .the predominating features are a 
neries ox contradictions which "not only reflect the mor&ss of 
oosiuuion in which Oomcado Babbitt ia floundering but &Xso *e£- 
l:»ct£? his understanding or lack) of Communist tactics Give #n 
ear to fcbis mouthful of dials tics; "fixe ctlans struggle and the 
everyday struggle are two distinct things ,alkho the class stru- 
ggle, develops oxzt of and includes the* every da?/ strug;*le c " B*en 
tha moat rabid metaphysician would find difficulty contending 
that two tilings are distinct when one developes out of and in- 
cludes tho other* 

Speaking of the everyday struggle he says" As workers tte 
toast participate in the struggle to a car tain extent • ,* &9 bu% 
with persistent propaganda and education wa must teach the wor* 
ker.s to fight for themselves**' Sia measure of our influence 
amongst the workers will not only be determined by our ability 
to formulate correct tactics but also to the degree in which we 
apply then; in the everyday struggle* Confining our "persistent 
propaganda" to the four w&Ia of our loo*l headquarters , where 
f?:cn a Mgi. intellectual pedestal we can discuss platitudinous 
poV-iL-?roaitiies,wiil not inspire the workers? to fight for them- 
Selves a no matter how mush comrade Babbitt may so desire it. 

Comrade Babbitt appears to be notified as to the rea3oti 
for calling a Convention* If the situation in the Party is one 

half as bad as comrades Babbitt and O'Brien would have us bel- 
ieve that in itself woulflL prove the necessity^ 

ri And will f rather atate that 'the situation in Local 
Detroit has produced a running sore, spreading into other local 
of the Party? some t;mea by underground methods} a dangerpue 
diss&ae r .stiflingnthe life of the Psrty*" S&is is a typical 
example d'frthe wild rambling assertions for **hich comrade Babbitt 
(fails to offer any corroboration or substantiation,, 

ffiie one bright spot in an Otherwise gloomy article ig -/> 
encouraging news relative to Xocal Flint <, it is to be sincerely 
hoped that this local will soon be in a position to help the 
members of local Detroit in the Job if " r breaking down the con- 
fidence of the workers in capitalism^" especially in the neigh- 
borhood of Flint T Micfe« 

Corn, Babbitt charges local Detroit with "Palling in their 
conduct of Forums" By what process of mental contortions he 
arrives at such conclusions it is difficult to sajo 0*he following 
faats f taken from*the records of the Forum, will to seme extent 
explain the "failure* of the Feruma conducted by local Detroit, 
During the 1930-31 season -cab aggregate attendance at 1 this poaxnffi 
was over twenty-one thousand, total collections amounting to «otae- 
thing around $1030, over 80$ of the speakers being Pazt-y members „ 
Shis work resulted in much valuable ccrtactrboing ia«-de and proved 
a good recruiting ground for the acquiring of new mombera for the 
locals Early in the season of Sl-iygjlndiriduala like ComoBabbitt 
began harping about the "slcppine3s r and "petti bourgeois" oom~ 
pie* of the Forum. As a result the policy was changed *TJtJiversity 



professors (with one exception) and bourgeois intellectuals wore 
not invited to speak, they were taboo. Soon this policy resulted 
in the attendance being confined to our own members with a sprin- 
kling of C.P and I.W.W. 

Irrespective of what Com. Babbitt may say to the contrary, 
local Detroit realises that our first task is the building of a 

Communist party f whose members inust have a thorough understanding 
of Marxism, the more t^oro the better. We are under no delusions 
about revolutionary ideology arising out of the every day struggle 
Revolutionary ideology develops with understanding. We fully under 
stand the necessity and importance of study classes as a medimm 
in acquiring a Marxian education* While a coimiunist must have an 
understanding of Marxism an. understanding of Marxism does not 
presuppose a communist* Study classes are a means to an end, not 
the end itself, 

Comrade Babbitt has made plenty of noise while loudly 

denouncing local Detroit, but he too is strangely silent on «u~ 

ggestions of a constructive isature designed to facilitate and 

Improve the work of our Party. 



An Answer To Comrade O'Brien's Criticism Of My 
Jhesfes On The Depression. 
( by M.A.Larsom, Local Detroit ) 

Picking up the second Section of the June Bulletin ,and 
reading the three criticisms of Comrade T Brien upon the work 
of other Party members, one can scarcely escape the impression 
that he is excessively concerned to see to it that everything 
shall always remain in the Party exactly as it has been to date* 
It seens obvious that he considers the past theorizing, position, 
and tactics of our Party on every point as nearly perfect as 

may have been or may still be possible; and that no one except 
extremely old comrades s and no "mushroom" growths , may raise a 
voice without being decried or derided. 

I consider such an attitude unfortuiaate, and most inimical 
to Party progress* And briefly I beg the courtesy of the Bull* 
etfnepto point out two or three weaknesses in Comrade O r Brien T s 
criticisms. 

In, his first paragraph he implies that I had said that 
those who said the crisis was due to the falling rate of profit 
were ejected from the Party because they maintained that theory* 
The fact is that I said no such thing,nor did I imply it in any 
way. This looks like a cheap way of manufacturing a flaw in my 
article. 

After two or three vacillating paragraphs , Comrade O f Brien 
practically if not oatagorically denies that the income of the 
bourgeoisie has been reduced during the period of the depression 
To me lit is amazing that a man of Comrade T Brien T s reading ana 
experience can still maintain such a vulgarism. It is true that 
interest payments , being a fixad charge for indebtedness ,whihch 
always tends to grov/ larger even during a depression, have not 
declined in the same manner as industrial profits; but it is 
also true that the extreme, later difficulty of collecting these 
payments are largely the cause of the panic that seized bank 

depositors during the first months of this year and finally 
brought on the closing of all banks ifi this nation. But eren 
here we may see the depression at work,foriji according to the 
S urvey of Current Busine ss( a government publication, the most 
oofapl e teijautho r i tative , ari3" up-to-date obtainable) , we find the 
following facts : 



Year 


Monthly average Interest and dtvidenispay- 




ments,milllons of dollars. 


1925 


340 


86 


365 


27 


464 


28 


502 


29 


632 


30 


716 


31 


685 


33 


561 



But when we look at the reports of industry, we fin! a tale 
that completely corroborates my theory. Had I felt permitted to 
take more space ,1 would have <|aoted more figures in my persons! 
article; but I \d.ll cifre ft few more here. According to the sur - 
vey of Cu rren t Busin ess , the ten most representative groups 
o fcorpo ratT ons ^TnoIuaXEg railroads, public utilities; telephone 
and telegraph companies, aiad seven industrial groups, had the 
following profits in millions in th© years indicated} 

Year 111 10 groups Railways & Seven groups 

public Utilities of Industries. 

1925 2,812 1952 868 

1926 3,196 2160 1036 
%7 3,084 E098 996 

28 3,544 2316 1228 

29 3,992 2556 1436 

30 3,040 2180 869 

31 1,344 964 380 

32 787 797 ( Deficit) -102) 
1. ill 7 groups had deficits except foods and oils. 

2hese figures ppeak'for th ems elves * Uhe 1929 Census o f Mafsa* 
factures, covering 210,000 industries and involvTng^.o,^ob,(JbO 
wage workers, shows a Surplus Value of SO 1/3 billions. But 
representative industries operated at a loss in WSE^and we may 
r5.ghtly ass-ume that industry a# a whole did likewise. $iis is 
the more remarkable, and constitutes a profound comment upon the 
present depression 3 in view of the fact that industrial profit 
declined only from 11 fcillioas in X919 to 8 in 1981, the period 
of the last panic; but during the present one it has declined 
from 20 billioua to less than nothing! Furthermore, it is still 
more significant to notice that during no panic previous to 1923 
did the quantity of Surplus Value decline at all; for example f i£ 
1914 *it totalled almost 4-|- billions # which at that time *as a new 
high record. 

In addition we might cite thfc tatit that according tfc 
the March*1922*BulXe*in of the national City Bank of Hew l^rk, 
the average rate of profit for all corporations declined from 
T&& in 1929 to 3f in 1931, on a smaller valuation. It should, 
however, be unnecessary to do more than to call attention to the 
tremendous decrease in production-levels £rom!929 on to ptove 
that bourgeois profits must have declined enormously; for, find* 
us trial overhead remains the same, the profit on each unit manu~ 
factured declines, as well as the number of units; thus, there is 
a double decrease s wh±ch is again intensified by more desperate 
competition for the remaining market * General motors profits 
dropped from 264 millions in 1929 to 9 millions the first quar- 
ter of 1932* Today capitalism has not only ceased to «xpand;it 
has ceased to be able to expand; the system is now in the clut- 
ches of a condi-frioa of which there was never before anything 
mora than a mere premonition* 



Farther, on, Comrade O t Brioa tries to show that there was prob- 
ably no rising move&ent in working-class standards of living bet- 
ween 1866 and 1914, and cites strikes as proof of his position, 
Gonra.de "Brian should know that strikes are most frequ^attwhen 
oapi'sa.1isia is expanding., when there is considerable demand for 
labor* When tha unemployed army runs into many millions, men on 
the job are not likely to go on strike. She point is f that between 
1806 and 1900, American capitalism was rapidly and continuously 
expanding, wealth was inarestsftng by leaps and bounds , railroads, 
cities ^and Industries wore being developed, — in short, there was 
work, work work, The master class then did all in its power to en- 
courage immigration* Between 1900 'and 1914, African capital was 
no longer in its hey-day of growth, but yet expansion was continn# 
ing along a slightly different line,, Between 1922-1929 1 a new perici 
of reconstruction ensued as an aftermath to the war and in conse- 
quence of this country- s advantageous economic position in the 
worlds also it was propped up by artificial causes for prosperity 
But today, capitalism has played its trump cards, one after anotp 
her; all attempts now to enliven it are like attempting to galv- 
anise a corpse Into li£e again, 

The Proletarian Party post recognize these kindred facts, 
and shape its program and policies accordingly; what applied 25, 
or 15, or 10>or 5 years ago no longer applies, and the prolet- 
arian Party must project spokesman who see this as clearly as 
sunlight and evaluate it correctly* 

The Detroit Merry-Go-Round 
(by Carl Babbitt , local Flint) 

The opinion has prevailed and been expressed by the 1T.B.G 
members of Local Detroit for sometime that our Party was suffer- 
ing from serious shortcomings; organisational and theoretical 
weaknesses, and that certain new developments and conditions had 
arisen that we must recognize* Therefore, they maintained, a Con- 
vention of the Party was necessary to meet this situation. 

The N.E.C in January decided to hold a convention and In 
February the pro-convention discussion period opened. 

It then became vhe duty of those II* ^C members to explain 
to all the members of the Party in the Bulletin what these organ- 
isational and theoretical weaknesses were and to explain these 
new developments a&d conditions they maintained existed. Also 
it was thoir duty as laambors of the lT e I3oC in the position of lea- 
ders of our Party to sug.^oet to the membership what should be 
done to improve cur program and t*ctic3 5 to eliminate our weakness- 
es so as to strengthen the Party to meet these new conditions . 
But what happened? ffoar mouths cf the pre -convention period elap- 
sed and not one word appeared in the Bulletin from the 1I.E.C mem- 
bers in local Detroit » 

Finally they feeissmefut of their slumber and in the June 
Bulletin there is an* article from Comrade Landgraf and in the 
second section of the Jui,e Bulletin Oom.Renner has an article, 
How let uSanalT&e thetfe articles. First, Com. landgraf; He starts 
out by saying; "The Proletarian Party has reached a stage in the 
revolutionary labor movement of America to seriously take stock 
of our Party structure c ffhiie it may have filled the bill in the 
past,etc,etc". Then in the second paragraph he says;" Slat the 
Party machinery needs overhauling and a planned program on organ- 
ization put into affect ia obvious, TT Then note what follows: "Shis 
is the work of thecoming Convention." What is ths pre-conventior. 
discussion period fort Why pass everything on to the Contention? 



*° It is obviomr to Com*La»dgraf that our Party machinery need 3 
overhauling and he feels t&a* the present Party structure will not 
fill the bill,t£en the responsibility falls upon him as a member 
of tde !J*T5«C to tell the membership how this overhauling is going 
to be done and to make suggestions for the planned program tnat 
he speaks about* But Con* Landgraf entirely ignores his responsiblli:, 
and is satisfied to leave everything for the Convention* 

All Comrade Landgraf has to offer is this; that we should start 
to build a new organisation, the Marxian Labor College .with dues- 
paying members and officials* If the Party structure is so weak 
as ha contends a ad needs con© lets overhauling then Com.Latadgraf 
should devote all his time and ability to accomplishing this over- 
hauling job before he thinks of starting another organisation. 

our study class work is part of the Party activities and 
should never be organized on a duea paying basis with seperate 
officials* This class work should always be under the supervision 
of the committees of the Party and should always be free to all 
workers who show a desire and willingness to study marxism* the 
Marxian Labor College is a good name to apply to this branch of 
our Party activity* 

Com. Landgraf concluded by advising the members not to fall 
asleep on the Job. In reply I would advise him to qui* dreaming 
and abandon his Utopian schemes for ideal or perfect organisations* 
We must realize as materialists that we cannot build an organisat- 
ion out of our imroaginations. Ihe building of a revolutionary Party 
is a process. We must understand the social conditions and build 
with the material at hand. Some ofbthis material is good f some not 
so ^eft+fome bad t and a lot of it is rotten* But this material like 
everything else in the universe is subject tochange and the bad 
may become good and the good bad. 

Comra&esfienner entitles hi? article"Uew Methodo n To Meet 
Changing Conditions", and all through his article we search in vain 
for a word about these changed conditions, or the new methods. &b a 
result of the miserable failure of the Forum in Detroit this paat 
season Comrades W&ss amd Howard made this statement to me* "Forums 
are no longer effective we have to devise entirely new methods*" 
And now Com*Renner repeats this same thing in the Bulletin* What 
are the new methods? Why dont the Comrades of Local Detroit tell 
the Party members what new methods we must use, and explain these 
Changed conditions they talk so much about? 

Ill Com.Rormer has to offer the membership in his article 
is this. lb place of the present U.E.C of 15 members, functioning 
on the basis of democratic centralization $ he recommends an N.E.C 
of 7 members, to function on the basis of burgeois bureaucracy. 
Ho says: tr Each member of the H.EUCT to be a specialist in his 
field and to have full chargeof all Party activity inhis field and 
to have the power to appoint a Comrade in each district to work 
under his supervision*." What a wonderful outfit that would be. 
It is just another Utopian scheme. 

2fee rules, regulations and plans necessary to perfect an 
organisation are formulated and adopted as the organisation grows 
in size and influence. 3?he activity of the membership cause this 
development. But many of the members thinlj: they can formulate 
plans and perfect an organization out of their imaginations* 

Com,O t Brien recommends the reduction of the 5.B.C,to seven 
members and explains why he thinks thfedsshould be done. Com. Rons- 
er agrees with <$bm.0 f 3riem on the reduction but fails to give the 
reason why he thinks this should be done. It is important that 
the membership should know why these members in local Detroit 
waxrt the H.B.C reduced to seven members. ©lese members have cert- 
ain ideas as to how the Party should be run* Some of the other 
©ambers on the H*S*C have opposed them, particularly the Uational 
Seoretary* 
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Because the Hatlon&l Secretary dares to have opinions and 
ideas opposed to their T s and has the courage to stand on his 
own feet, they reconmend that the office of ffational secretary 
as constituted at present be abolished. According to them the 
the National Secretary of cur Party should not be a national 
Secretary performing his duties as outlined In the Constitution 
He should merely be a dummy without ideas or opinions ;a flunky 
to obey their orders, afce Party must be run as they think it 
should be run, and if the majority of the ff.B*C makes decisions 
against them, then the U*S*C should be reduced to seven members,, 
and these seven members should live in or close to the city 
where 1&e Rational Office is located{ preferably Detroit) * Bach 
member to be a specialist in a particular field, and tfa have 
full charge of all Party activity in his field, and the national 
Secretary's job should be taken over by one of these seven mem- 
bers* flhen we would have seven bureaucrats and a national Sec- 
retary who would abey their orders without question. 2hen the 
Party would be nan as they want it to be run. 

I think that in the coming Convention these ff babes in the 
woods" will find out that the other locals In the Party will 
have something to say about how the Party should be run aaa 
Will not allow it to be run as local Detroit has been run* 

■She idea of developing specialists is a good one and would 
be practical If we had about 100,000 members* Com* Renner erron 
neously assumes that the development of professional revolutio* 
nists means specialists in a particular field* A professional 
revolutionist is one that has the ability and the courage to 
devote all his time to the revolutionary movement. To maintain 
and build our Party this type of member is necessary. Com*Renn* 
er says ; ?f We must develop them", but fc$dces neaadstempt to offer 
any suggestions as to how this can be done* I*lke Com* land graf 
he is satisfied to say* This is the work of the coming Oonventioi 
We must understand that there is a vast difference between a 
professional revolutionist and a professional^politician." One 
devotes all his time to the movement with the spirit of sacr- 
ifice and loyalty, the other manuevers to land a Job in the org- 
anization for mercenary reasons. 

It is interesting to note that Com*Renner stresses the 
importance of having a specialist to work among the farmers* 
Farmers and farming seems to be a bugaboo with some of the 
members of local Detroit* Altho there are approximately half 
a million wage slaves in Detroit and over half of them unemplo- 
yed^ fertile field to Garry on Party activity t many of. our lead- 
ing members there have almost entirely abandoned the task of 
building up local Detroit. Instead of devoting themselves to 
Party work they have developed a peculiar affinity for farmers 
and farming, and to prove that they are paractical revolutionists 
have become "sons of the soil." Perhaps this group of sod-busters 
is the embryo of the Sonmittee of Agriculture of the future 
proletarian State. Com*wass recognizes the importance of dele- 
gates coming to the Convention prepared, with something in their 
hands and heads , so I would suggest that these revolutionary 
farmers of local Detroit prepare a thesis on the Farm problem 
for the coming Convention. 

A pre-Convention discussion period is for the purpose of 
criticising and discussing our own weaknesses and short-comings, 
to make recontnendations and suggestions and then to make dec- 
isions as to what should be done, so we can come together in 
a Comventi on, prepared to strengthen the Party* 
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But what has happened? The H.S.C members in Local 
Detroit, 1*0 prior to the decision to hold a Convention 
continually complained a&d harped about our weaknesses and 
wanted a Convention to remedy the terrible short-comings 
they maintained existed in the Party, have not offered the 
membership in this discussion period one sing&b suggestion 
for the improvement of our Manifesto and frogram or an int- 
elligent idea for to strengthen or expand the Party* Why? 
I know these members have some definite opinions about what 
tftey want done. Shey have expressed them to me* Why dont 
they tell the membership? Why haven't they the courage 
and honesty to tell the members in this discussion period 
that they think Com.Keracher should be removed as National 
Secretary,and the national Office moved to Detroit? 

Ibere is nothing wrong in thinking that the National 
Office should be moved to another city f or wanting the present 
National Secretary removed if these changes are for the purp- 
ose of improving the Party, but it is the duty of these mem- 
bers to tell the membership why they think this should he 
done. 

What advantage is there to the Partry in having the 
National Office in Detroit? Why should Comrade Kerachey 
be removed as National Secretary, ana wh4 in their opinion 
is better qualified to hold the office? Instead of honestly 
discussing these matters with the membership in this open 
discussion period they are satisfied to remain silent for 
four months and then in the final month of the discussion 
period they write articles for the Bulletin and talk vaguely 
about"l!he Need For Change" , and the "Need for new methods", and 
that"the Party ngeds to be overhauled." 

Instead of honestly and fearlessly criticising the 
ideas and actions of individuals they disagree with, and putting 
forth their own ideas for the improvement of the Party,so that 
all our ppinions and disagreements could be intelligently dis- 
cussed, they remain silent on these vital matters* What kind 
of a game are you playing? 

In the second paragraph of Comrade Xandgraf *s article 
he reveals a little of the situation existing in local Det- 
roit* He speaks of the windy business meetings and how every 
issue that comes up reflects a personal conflict and that new 
members leave, confused and demoralised. But instead of turning 
the searchlight upon themselves, and shouldering the responsib- 
ility for their local conditions, Comrade Landgraf tells us; 
*$he Party machinery needs overhauling". Inferring that the 
Party is responsible for their windy business meetings ,and 
their inability to eliminate confusion and demoralization 
among the members of local Detroit. 

Ihe confusion and demoralisation prevailing inXocal 
Detroit is largely the tesult of the miserable failure of 
the N.E.C members there, and they cannot escape the respon- 
sibility for those conditions by talking about weakness in 
Barty structure, etc. It certainly will be one of the tasks 
of the coming Convention to clean up. the mess in our largest 
local. 
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Bra- Convention Discussion 
(by Fred West and George Snider, local San Francisco) 

Regarding 2he Pro News; 

Comrade Tishler says the condition cf the Pro News ia 
explained by the negligence of the party members, this is true 
to a great extent, aH& as he stated "we are all responsible for ##£. 
this* 11 But the Marxiam position of the paper and ths type of art- 
icles have deterioted of late so badly that if something is not 
done we would be better off without the paper* 

There are different ways of writing news. If the paper were 
coining out daily or weekly then news could be written as news* 
But at the rate of once a month it is no longer considered news, 
and should be written from a (purely) theoretical view point, an- 
alytical in character and summed up with the lessons learned and 
the ACE01T to be taken, As an example of the poor grade of art- 
icles we should point to the may issue with the article of E«A* 
on inflation, there we have a purely bourgeois vulgar interpretatic 
of " Going off the gold standard" and worse than that; the bourgeois 
theory of "more currency being issued against a given gold resexr 
as being inflation* 0&e printing of such statements in our offic- 
ial paper must be held against the editorial board even more than 
the waiter (although the writer in this case is also a member of 
the board) . 

In the June issue we have a typical irotskyist analysis 
of tha Mooney Convention, to-wit;- The Convention is controlled by 
the C*P» — they want to cram in all their pet slogans, etc, etc # Aft 3 
all this exposure of the Mooney Convention "we are to support it-". 
Tffi&T WE GET SO ADVICE ON HOW TO SUPPOT IT. 

The article on the farmer is another garbled affair;no 
analysis for the proletarians guidance ? no direction «f how we 
should approach the farmer The statement by the 0*1. on Germany 
without editorial comment capped the olim&x of PARTY C0HFUSI01T, 
IACK OF UITDB3S26JSEDIIIG AND IACE OF COUFABB.to place the C.I* in its 
correct opportunistic and nationalistic category, Since a few mon- 
th* after our last Convention to C.I's purely nationalistic pro- 
gram in Germany has 'been ? if not so bad as the S.D.F»,at least, 
very close to it, Tt\o famous United Front of the C.P of G and the 
Hassis 'against the Mussi&n Diet s their appeals to the petty bourg- 
eoises their national fights against the Versailles Treaty, the Daws 
plan and the young plan have reaped the reward of seeing their mas* 
es trained innationalism, finding their rightottul place in the hat- 
ional fascist party of Hitler, 

Says the C.I in effect; the Versailles system — caused tempest- 
uous outbursts of nationalism and German chauvinsim — culminating 
in tha ffazie Party. But what did the C.P.G. expect to accomplish 
by catering to this nationalistic"against the Versaille system* o? 
the Bourgeoisie. Did the C.I or the C.P.G expose their problem &y 
the problem of the German bourgeoisie under the yoke of the imp- 
erialist. 

She C.I. Party inAmerica has basically the same opportun- 
istic and nationalistic stand with their Bourgeois Black Repulli 
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"appeals to professionals, councils for the protection of small 
depositors and small business men t farmers moratorium f red-bloo4ed 
rights of the governed" { veterans laison committee) farmers ana 
workers government and ex-service vice-president. # 

All these sloppy demands have a fundamental basis which is 
petty bourgeois nationalism* Is there really much difference 
between this and the"defend the fatherland" of the Second inter- 
national ? 

The Pro Party cannit condone such anti -Marxian propaganda 
and it should not he put in the pro News as it is a reflection 
on the theoretical level of the Party. 

0$T IBB NBSBO QUES2I0N: 

in the June Bulletin Comrade 0*Brien states; "I have refr- 
ained from speaking publicly on the Hegro question and I have 
advised other Comrades to do likewise until our Party has made 
a decision* n Here is an eopaple of how one of our oldest eojn*~ 
ades not only refuses to take the stand of the Party, but also 
by his own statement "ad vises other comrades to ignore tha Party 
stand the same as himself # " 

Comrade O^Brien's stand is the same as in 1931;he was pres- 
ent at the 1931 convention and knows very well that the Party 
took a definite stand against the C # I*s nationalistic interpret- 
ation of the Negro question,he knows very well that the Party's 
stand was against his personal stand. But Comrade 0*Brien x s perg- 
onal stand seems to be the most important* The Party T s stand is 
not to be carried ou* evidently and so Comrade C^Briea^advise" 
other comrades not to do so* 

Comrade 0*Brien may say the Party r s position has not been 
published;if the thesis has not been published, "thesis on inter- 
national Relations", it is the fault of the &«E*C» Comrade Q T Brien 
is a member of the U^B.C, Why doesnt he place the blame where it 
belongs instead of hedging around and trying to make it appear 
that we have no stand on this question? Comrade x 3rien tells 
us to read Stalin # and also the C # I t s thesis on the Begro question 
but to pay no attention to the C # P of A T s distortion'of tte C # I f s 
position. He doesn x t state how or where the C.P of A»distorts the 
C»ffi"s stand on the ffegro question* She facts are that the G«I* T s 

position onnthe Negro question is the most silly and fantastic 
romance ever to be forced on the revolutionary movement* 

We dont have to go to Browder, Hathaway or Stalin^we can 
just take the C«I*s thesis ; this t is the official stand of the 0*1 
and it doesnt have to be interpreted by any of the little gemraS 
of the C«P» Does Comrade e*Brien agree with the C # If suppressed 
nation" is a part of the SouthC so -called Black Belt) containing 
25$ of the negroes of J&aeriea t an oppressed nation Just because 
the C.I t dr«ws a pretty little shaped map and Says so? 

And this extraction of n super profits" 9 where did the $+1 
discover this nonsense? If Comrade T Brein would get his head 
out of Moscow and look up some American statistics he will f iwl 
his "super profit" from the Black Belt is 5ust another fairy ££$ 
tale that that should have stayed behind the walls of the Kremlin 
He will also find out that the Cotton and Ipobaceo farmers, land 
owners or share croppers ,whi<te}.oredo*k**d are figuratively speakL^ 
"on the bum" and like the rest of the petty bourgeoisie in America 
are begging the goverment for help. 

"The political and social equality* for tha Uegroes? What 
does this mean? Do they mean to give them the same social and 
political equality that the whites have? If they do f does that d> 
away with the class struggle? 



!Uieir demand"to remove all the imperialistic armed forces from 
the Black Belt" — that's good; we would like to see all the armefi 
forces in America done away with f but any Marxist taowsnthis oan 
be done only when capitalism has been abolished, The CoI^' 7 ts? t 
majority" of negroes in the Black Belt turns out to be a Eaajcrr. r-;- 
in one state ? and there less than 51$, and then the whites must 
submit to the majority; 49$ whites must submit to 51$ negroes fo 
a Black Bourgeois Hepublic. !&ese are the figures from the in?erl , 
census of 1931 • Perhaps the boys in Moscow can count better than 
the census takers in America* When faced with this the C.P lawyer 
and priests, chopped the Black Belt up into counties to fit the 
occasion and now their pretty little map has several little black 
republics. 

Comrade 0*Brien tells us to study the history of the 
negro — I advise Comrade s Brian to read something e*se besides 
the confused drivel in the TMPREC03. 3be 0*1 *s considering the 
Negro question as a national one and calling for & Black republic 
out-Garveys the Garveyites* But no J when the C.P f puts forth nat- 
ional bourgeois demands it is revolutionary,when Uarcus Garvey or 
t&e F.SLoJt.C.P^does so, it is reactionary. When the C«P said repeal 
the 18th Amendment it was revolutionary, when the {Democrats advoc- 
ated repeal — it was reactionary. 

Besides Comrade T Brien,we note Comrade Hovak wonder 
whether the negroes are suffering from a pre-capitalist form of 
oppression. 2&e C.I claims the system of "share cropping" is a f e > 
udal system. Is this what Comrade Bbvak means? Does he <3r Comraffo 
O^rien think share cropping is feudalistic? If they do,then 
there is lots of feudalism in all farm sections of America regard- 
leas of what color the share croppers are. 

Can Comrade Novak or Comrade o T Brien show us where the 
share croppers do not produce for sale? Are those that share- 
crop any different than those who pay a money rent? I know in 
C?ali£ornia,at least, a considerable number of former rent payers 
who are now share croppers. But they are stil3 capitalist farmers 
as long as they produce for sale, And if the negroes do suffer 
from a pre-capitalist form of oppression; what about lit — does 
Comrades Novak and T Brien maintain that a capitalist revolution 
is necessary in capitalist America? 

I maintain that the position taken by our Party at the I9cl 
Convention is correct and altho we could take many pages in writ- 
ing a thesis on this so called "Negro Question" by extending and 
widening the explanations; yet the fundamental stand, to-wit;- 
HSiat the "SFegro" like all other workers is exploited 
because of being a worker and not because of racial or national 
divisions, should by no mean* be tampered with. Ihis practice of 
trying to foment a seperate national feeling, which does not at 
present exist among the negroes, will tend to wiAen the gap bet- 
ween the negro and Vrhite workers rather than promdte unityl 

And finally., the individual persecution of negroes or 
even their persecution as a minority in Americans the result of 
racial prejudice, in turn a historical development from the pre- 
vious position of the negro under chattel slavery, which was in 
some respects, superior to that of the poor whites. 

Coupled with this there is the further competative threat 
— as a huge industrial reserve army — that they presented to the 
white industrial workers since the Cifcll Vfer* All southern wor- 
kers, whether white or black.present the same threat, but the white* 
workers inthe north only see the black threat. 

OThis racial prejudice fostered by the master class as 
well as competition among all of the working class, results from 
the nature of the capitalist system of production itself and mu; 
be fought tooth and nail by the revolutionary movement* 



-o i» 



4 

2he revolutionary party must bend every effort to show not 
only the negro worker s but the workers of all races and nat- 
ionalities ,thaife thei* interest is not the temporary competitive 
struggle foe the job f but the necessaty unity of action among the 
great mass of wage workers for the complete abolition of the ^gec 
system* 

2HB FARM QUESHOH. 

Comrade Novak says, "What Revolutionary possibility does th& 
farmer possess?" and further he says, "We must connect up the stru- 
ggle for the revolution with the immediate and concrete demands 
of the farmer." If Comrade Hovak knows what revolutionary poss- 
ibilities the farmer possesses ,ani he must know, because he wants 
ua to connect up the farmers* concrete demands with the revolution 
then why doesn't he tell us what these possibilities are? is Com- 
rade Hovak speaking in belialf of *h*armers league or a revolution^ •; 
political party? What are these immediate and concerete demanfts 
that are revolutionary? 

We know tthat the immediate and concrete demands of the far- 
mers are; but, we lack the profundity to discern how or where they 
are revolutionary* 2he demands of the fermers 'are; less tastes, mor- 
atoriums on mortgages f no more mortgage sales .farm loans a* low 
rates of interest, and mainly" higher prices for their commAditieSo" 
Does Comrade Hovak contend that these demands are revolutionary 
or even that they are conducive to a revolution in America? Wesee 
these demands of the farmer working in behalf of maintaining the 
farmers in their present position as capitalists and consequently 
they will continue to be diametrically opposed to the working cl- 
ass revolution. But perhaps Comrade Uovak knows of some "new 
revolutionary demands" of the farmers, if so we are eagerly await- 
ing to hear about then. 

For our part we are in agreement with the past stand of 
the Party on this question. We are not opposed to working in 
farmers leagues or even to the extent of helping to organize them > 
but we work in them only for the purpose of working on them,to 
point out that many are doQBse*das farmers and that"they should 
defend not their present but their future interests", (ftiey should 
not vainly try to roll back the wheels of history, but to aid in 
rolling it forward to the Proletarian Dictatorship, and the co-op- 
erative commonwealth* 
TBS C. I. QUESTOOU: 

In our ctiticism of the C*I T s statement in tte pro News we 
dealt extensively enough with this question, to warrant in our 
opinion the following stand on the C.I.: 

ffliat due to their continual nationalistic and petty bourge- 
ois .opportunistic policy over a period of at least nine years, 
the Communist International should be condemned by the Proletarian 
Party as non-Marxian, and placed in t^re same catagory that Lenin 
placed the Second International before the Great War. The Party 
stands at the cross roads; either we take a firm unwavering Marx- 
ian stand t or continue our cringing attitude ,servil* in many res- 
pects ,in trying to cater to the C.I. 's position as in tte past. 

We are sick of this eternal criticism of the C.I .at 
Conventions and the writing of elaborate thesis that are never 
published, what advantage lies in this attitude we cannot find,but 
the disadvantages are numerous. If we maintain, as some do, "that 
the C.I is correct but the C.P does not carry it ott"; then from 

time to time our new members trained 6n this basis will swing 
over to the C.P, as New 'Sbrft did in 1931, and as did part of Cle- 
veland. We can no longer say that the American section is bad, 
because late international developments have proved that all 
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sections in capitalist countries are as, bacUas the American sect- 
ion. 

Gerr^ny^England t Austria,Spain,U$w Zealand and Greece are 
all based on petty bourgeois nationalism* in our present posit- 
ion we are not only training people for the CUP., hut if wa take 
the "Holy of Holies n ( 0.1) far exarrple as the lagt word in Marxism 
we willbe training nationalistic fascists instead of Marxians, 
We should stand above the C.P as an organisation, and not 
trail behind barking at their heels like the Loves toneite and 
Itcotskyite camp followers. 

She time has cone to take a clear Marxian stand for rev- 
olution and fighting hostile attitute towafda all organisations 

that claim to speak for the working class, yet who in reality 
represent the interests of the petty bourgeois shop kee^ters and 
farmers of America, 



More About 5&e C.I. 
(by C # M # 0*Brien f local Xos'Angeles) 
Comrade M&ry Wright of local 3oaton f in the 2nd section of tte 
Jura Bulletin, says we should alter our position and instead of 
saying the C.I # "is the best international working class organ- 
ization" ww should criticise the g.X» My reply is that we could 
fill every issue of the paper with criticism of the C.I f and still 
maintain that it is the best working class international* she 
says ; "Many of the policies for which, we criticise the C.P.,&re 
t&te directions of the C.I.* I think we criticise the C.P» f f©r 
distorting the directions of the C.I. Comrade Wright gives the 
following examples: 

1st, OThe C.I. is in perfect harmony with the C.P of A, 
on the jftegro question. Evidently she has not read the criticise 
of the C.P by the C.I for distorting their resolution on the Uegro 
question. 

End, IBhe United Front from below. The united from ftom 
below does not neoessarily exclude the bureaucrats on top,but a 
Spited fromt with the bureacrats may easily exclude the member- 
ship from below. 

3rd, If the C.P is rotten the C*I is no more soun^ 
and that our differences with the CI, should be put incur prog- 
ram. As I said in reply to Comrade wass f to condemn a part is not 
a condemnation of the whole and our condemnation *f the part is 
in all of our literature, only not enough of it because we cannot 
afford the space* 

4th, Baat our Marxian Education au#it to enable us , espec- 
ially the Editorial Beard, to make a decision abomt the German C.P 
without so much delay. Our Editorial Board are chosen because 
they live close to our headquarters and they are not paid for 
editing. Every member has access to the same information as thqr 
have about the Serman situation. Thanks to our Marxian education 
they did not jump at hasty conclusions such as W&ry Weight has. 
5th, Biat we should not back up the C.I^attitude of reg- 
arding the Social Democrats as greater enemies than the Fascists 
and the refusal of the C.I. t to unite with other labor organizat- 
ions in the face of the menace of Fascism. Yes we do and we sh- 
ould continue to regard the leaders of social Democracy as otir 
closest enemies, the closest enemies of Marxism. I have no infor- 
mation of the C.P of Germany refusing a uhlted front with other 
labor organ! nations against Bascism. 

me C.P of 0# t made tha mistake of trying to win the mass- 
es from the S.D.P. t by trying to be more opportunistic* than the 
S.D.P* It is worthy of note that the leader of the C.P of G. $ 
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was .before the Fascists took power, discharged by the OJr,a^u 
oe-vertiT/y *epremanded by th© C # I* SBfue lie has tLnea fchen pl&c** 
at the head of the CB.of (>•♦ Perhaps tl»re wars not mother £Qwa- 
'bre v± tfta party as capable as he,incompetant though ho ciay l-e ft 

Bio 2%=o*fedLyites ara feasting on the crisis in ff^rrr^iy 
and in frhis country* Iheyare making a special effort to sk.3jj.l7 




3he remarks I sent in last week regarding Comrade Mary Wri$it T s 
article in the 2nd addition of the June Bulletin f did not mention 
her charge that the C.I* .organises dual unions ♦ I did not then 
have the~time to look up the datst that I thought I had and since 
then I find that I left that information in San Francisco * How- 
ever y so xar as I know the C.I^or the RIIU have never instructed 
their sections to organise dual unions, Sfaeir instructions were 
to organise the unorganized and those workers expelled from the 
old unions ; Biis contention is t I think, supported by the follo- 
wing quotations; 

Oke^Comaunis t International * Bo 7,Vol VII#,says in part 
"Lenin* s incomparable work; left Wing Communism ,an Infantile 
Disorder, was written in the struggle against ^hdroes 9 neverthe- 
less in o^v practical trade union'and mass work, relapses of: "or. 
rjD.co:.;scioup. ^ard frequently made#«* -and delay the development air. 
.ripening q£ the proletarian revolution* ******* How,for example, 
in the Pjfch:? district, can such slogans as j "Whoever is not with 
the ConErsjiislE is an ally of the class enemy and must be t.?c?ate^. 
as s^ch*%cr *lL$xt the adherents of the jfascistsi^so that they 
TO.n te driven out of othe factories* or* Ifae social democratic 
merbc-is are a.w bad as if not worse than their social-fascist 

leaders 3 who Imve already been exposed to the masses" how can 

su.c?h slogans win us anything Mt issolation from the menses?*** 
3he Fifth Congress must entirely repudiate that arrcganrss*. , 
H?,vorati^aa.?/trada unionists in particular must exorcists a 
giv>at d-^al cf patience in winning,by intensive ideological work. 
thos^ mas^ea of workers who are still adherents or followers of 
th'3 o'iasa enemy or of its social-fascist allies*. «»**•* 

n Tfc» old idea of labor aristocracy, as the name given to 
that section of the highly sfcilld workers..* is fco longer valid 
e r. because in the rationalized factory of today the old differ- 
ences "between the highly skilled manual worker has been abolrshf-;.*. 
VKiereeyer we medt tLsae workers, whether in the streafc or in the 
faotory,at home* at meetings or at the pub,whether in eportsmcr 
cultural organisations or wherever else, we must work among them* 

n A Jtarge number of the members of the Communist Party 
have in the last few years 13ft the unions ? flot only in the sense 
of ceasing active tmion work, but c^mpletely,as mambers.. :i&ey le ', 
voluntarily,not because they were expelled, 

#*** **** **# 

n ffa must not draw away from the masses, and form new urti^M 
prematttre£y,beeauas revolutionary impatience or an tnauf<tcl: c 
understanding of the teal will of the &ass<n$ may misl.*a& susoAs 
things are at preaent^they woold be organisations isltu only v-*l 
iciala t lacking a rank and file***" An article by I^&ovsky pub 



lished in the Dally Wfcrker t Aug 15 1 1030, criticising deviations 
that must be fought* Ha says In part* "lamping together the 
social-fascist leaders and the workers who follow them; in not 
knowing how to work—often not wishing to work- in the reformist 
trade unions,..** 

fhe January 15th ,1932,1s sue of the Coranunist International 
(official organ of the C.I) has a report of the Eirfith session 
of the Central Council of the Red International Labor union, a 
part of which reads as follows; 

"She session paid considerable attention to the question 
of work Inside the reform trade union movement, 3he Fifth Prof- 
intern Congress raised the question of work in reformist and other 
reactionary trade unlond as one of the central tasks of all sec- 
tions of the Profintern -At the same time work inside the 

reformist trade unions during the period under review was not 
only not increased, but almost universally slackened Off. Hie 
session established that this state of affairs Is absolutely 
Intolerable ahd demands that all sections brftng about In pract- 
ice an Inidddiate change in this work. .♦..." Regarding the 
unemployed, this report also B&y&; "Tfce main thing is to develop 
this movement wider and wider, to guarantee that the Red !Prade uni<? 
and the trade union opposition give concrete ,day to day,leader* 
ship to the unemployed movement, In this lies the gurantee that 
the struggle of the unemployed will be linked up with the struggld 
of those engaged in Indus try, which is the main problem. 3jhe lead- 
ership must not takfc the form of a sort of guardianship over the 
unemployed movement, or of organisationally including this move- 
ment as part of the Red Irade uhions and trade union opposition. 
2his leadership must consist in safeguarding the creation of 
committees and councils of unemployed on the basis of a true, 
broad,united front ficara fcelew. , . . . + " 

Ihis report further states: "In several places the correct 
Bolshevik relationship, which should exist between the Party and 
the vanguard and the trade unions as the transmission belt has 
not been properly understood. Party organizations too frequently 
still order the trade unions about and act in their place, insteei 
of leading them throughtheir fractions* 2he flagrant opportunist 
view that it is the Party's business to deal with politics ,and 
that the economic struggle can be left to the trade unions, is 
still not entirely overcome in certain sections of the Conanunist 
Parties.".*." 



Criticism Of A Critic 
(by Stanley Ho vak, Local Detroit.) 
Comrade Babbitt in an article in the July Bulletin came 
out with a brand new definition of the class struggle and a 
severe criticism of local Detroit for its supposed low theor- 
etical level. We agree that practical activity without theoret- 
ical clarity is practically useless. Clear understanding of class 

lines, the class struggle, and the economic and political forces 
that shape the position and the struggle of the classes in soc- 
iety is extremely important to the revolutionary leadership. Uie 
every day struggle of the masses of workers to improve their 
condition dfrr a struggle against the lowering of their standard 
of living — for higher wages, shotter hours, better working condit- 
ions, against reduction of wages, against speed-up, against war,* — 
all this is not a form of the class struggle, according to Comrade 
Babbitt. 

He defines the class struggle as follows;" aihe class- 
struggle is a wider and more conscious struggle of the working 
class against the capitalist class. Bie workers who recognize 
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the irreconcilable antagonism between these two olasg&S, Strugs 
for political supremacy in order to abolish papltelism* ?r will 
Comrade 3abbltt contend that the struggle against reduction of 
wagss Is not a class struggle? Since the majority of the working 
masses do not realise the irreconcilable antagonism between the 
workers and the capitalists and sinefe they are not yet ready 
to fight for the overthrow of the capitalist System and working 
class political supremacy until tte country reaches the revol- 
utionary crisis , would that mean that there Is no olaaa atruggle 
until .tb&jfc period arrived? 

How does the working class gain the knowledge about the 
Irreconcilable antagonism between the classes? How do the word- 
ing masses realise that In order to live they must overthrow 
capitalism and establish working class supremacy? Do they got 
these Ideas purely out of their brain t or from experience in 
the everywday class struggle? 

ifara&sm as a theory plays an extremely Important part 
In the political development of the masses* It supplies them 
with a very sharp intellectual tool--a guide to action. But the 
working masses must first have a great deal of direct experience 
in the class struggle before they are read^ to understand and 
accept Marxism* 

Uhe Communist Itonlfeato outlines the growth of the word- 
ing class *as follows: w 3Ehe various interests and conditions of 
life within the ranks of the proletariat are more and more eq- 
ualised t In proportion as machinery obliterates all distinctions 
of labor, and nearly everywhere reduces wages to the 'same low 
level, fine growing competition among the bourgeoisie, and the 
resulting commer&ial crisfes, make the wages of the workers ever 
more fluctuating ♦ The improvement of machinery, ever more rapld- 
lyr)developing,makes their livelihood more and more precarious; 
the collisions between Individual workmen and individual bourg- 
eois • takes more and more the character of collisions between 
two classes. Thereupon the workers begin to rorm combinations 
i Ottades TJnions) against the bourgeois; they club together In 
order to keep up the rate of wages; they found permanent ass- 
ociations for these occasional revolts* Here and there the 
contest breaks out into riots. ♦.* 

"How and then the workers are victorious ,but only for a 
time f 3Bte real fruits of their battles lies not in thm JtaifedlAte 
results *1!ra* in the ever expanding union of the workers. . . n 

"Bits organisation of the proletariat into a class, and 
consequently into a pdMtical party t Is continually being upset 
again by the competition between the workers themselves * But it 
ever rises up again, stronger, firmer .mightier. It compells legis- 
lative recognition of particular interests of the workers f by 
taking advantage of the divisions among the bourgeoisie itself, 
Jhus the ten-hour bill in Bngland was carried." 

Comrade Babbitt 7 s position that the every-day struggle is 
not a class struggle is a complete negation of the Marxian 
theory of the class struggle, 

TT As the every-day struggle develops and the discontent of 
the workers becomes w&&& and more manifest ff f writes Comrade 
Babbitt 9 "the workers in their helplessness Sue to the fact 
that they do not understand the social structure t are alwajrs 
looking for somebody to do something for thornr**,. . . .What should 
be our attitude toward this struggle? Should we become absorbed 
in it?" asks Comrade Babbitt, 

It is a well-known fact that at times a revolutionary Party 
Is in danger of absorbing its activities in the every-day strug - 
le of the masses to the injury of the revolutionsry ca*se» And 



our Party tboo may in time deviate in that direction. But the 
question that in my opinion we must ask is what is the limed- 
iate and most pressing deviation with which the Pas* ty is end- 
angered? Is our Party at the present time in danger of "becom- 
ing absorbed in the immediate struggle* df the workers to She 
detriment of its revolutionary principles f aims t and activity 
It is the opinion of the present writer that the Pa*ty is grsat^y 
in danger of the very opposite deviation, namely,isolation from 
the every-day struggle of the working masses and therefore from 
the masses. Comrade Babbitt does not even know how to formulate 
a question ,how to approach a problem. We must stop talking gener- 
alities t which get us nowhere »but, ins tead t olearly formulate the 
concrete and iK&ediate problems confronting the f a£ty* Comrade 
Babbitts talk about the danger of the Party absorbing itself in 
the every-day struggle is a thoroughly false alarm— at least, 

at the t present time. 

We must give another example of Comrade Babbitt f a peoulia* 
understanding of communism. He writes; "Hie every-day struggle 
can be best developed consciously into the class struggle thro- 
ugh the introduction of Marxism into the odnflic$. gfae *ftg or Y- 
of i Com mu nism does not develop out of the --yfcrt^^ecil^glftte Worj^ 
jng' c ia^a una er capitalis m >Dut is applied to iaat struggle ay 
the revolutionist who has"~some understanding of Marxism. n $o 

prove She correctness of his position. Comrade Babbitt tells 
us that Bngels thus teaches in his Socialism » Utopian and scien- 
tifi c * 

In Ahe opening statement of the book mentioned f Bngels 
says: "Modern Socialism is« In its as3enoe f the direct product 
of t he ^eoo gnTTion, on the one nana or ths class antagoH j.gms^ 
g^s> Tng " iii cKe society of today f between proprietors a^* So n* 
pr- epvi et o re ..between capitalists and wahe workers* on the Qfher 
Bfna";o> l?fce anarchy existing l nproduciion. But, in its theoretical 
fora,molern socialism originally appears ostensibly as a fiore 
logical extension of the principles laid down by the gres$ 

French philosophers of the eighteenth century. IAke every 
new theory,modern Socialism, had, at first f to connect itself 
with the intellectual stock-in-trade ,however deeply its r^bts 
lay in material economic facts , fEaphasls mtnelT -- 

One can clearly see that »ha£*Oom»aafe Babbitt puts 
forth is very different from what Bngels taught. Comrade Babb** 
itt has not freed himself from the idealist point of view-To 
Comrade Babbitt % the theory of class struggle is not an outcome 
of the experience of the struggle itself but to the very cont- 
rary the theory is introduced into the struggle and the intro- 
duction of the theory— Marxism — converts the every-day struggle 
between the workers and the capitalists into a class struggle* 
Iirwell realise that Comrade Babbitt will protest against the 
conclusion I make* from his artiele t but I cannot make any other 
deduction; in f§ct t I cannot see how any reasonable person can 
make any other ♦ 

It may appear to many comrades as a waste of ti&e and 
valuable space in the Bulletin to explain such elementary 
questions; bfct it must be done. Comrade Babbitt expresses 
the views of many comrades . He often speaks on the Jarty plat- 
form t teaches classes, and, in fact, has of late been much employod 
by the National Office as the official Party Organizer, We can- 
not tolerate such anti-Marxian theory, such absurd principles t 
especially in a man upon whom is conferred such duties and such 
responsibilities . 



10 Immediate Ds:to&na& 

(by Jack Gardner, Local Boston) 

It appears fro© the criticism of Immediate demands in the 
Bulletin that if a comrade proposes such demands 9 he immediately 
beoojoea the object of & ■ tUox*ou§l;'a^a-yeis and investigation. His 
experience in the labor • ^vement* and the fact th&t^hs'has looked 
at the colore of YolUII and lll*of Cepit&l" are immediately bro- 
ught forward as evidence that this particular comrade -is inoapabld 
of presenting a thesis thai; would "be theoretically Bound* 

It happens that the comrade with such a long standing in the 
labor movement makes tba statement that ^recently 1 asa convinced 
that tha position of the noOTsmist International on the ISegro 
question is a real Maryrlan one*" He als.o points out > v since its 
inception the Proletarian Earty has endorsed the theory and policy 
of feha 0*1*" I am sure that upon closer etudy Comrade c*3risn wil* 
find the Communis t Party in accord with the resolution of the 






It is not likely that the- Proletarian Party will endorse t" 
"self determination for the Black belt policy* It is quite ob-,:_ 
then that the P C .P does not endorse the 0*1 policy* To Kh logic-H 
we wmt. point* out the error of the G„I onthis question, as well 
as others in which we may be in disagreement* 

Experience is indespensible for formulation of correct tac: 
ics , Without an under standi tig of fundamental principles and the 
experience of the labor movement it is impossible to~ evaluate 
objective conditions correctly*But this does not prevent those 
comrades with a great deal of ability and experience from making 
errors and even acquiring a metaphysical outlook on the labor 
mo veiBoLtp while conditions change and. corresponding changes must 
be addepted by the revolutionary party* 

Comrade Blols-kas in ip-il Bulla tin states; "T&ey still have 
to make big splashes and spectacular stunts, also looking for blue 
prints, of action, with social democratic proposals tc be "placed an 
the hook to catch* the fish. The Party!?? not making enough noise t 
so they want to be like an empty wagon ft whioh rattles the most 
when drawn over the ru&i." Shis reference to the a 3 who advocate 
immediate demands is voiced by other comrades in the Party, -USiey 
say it is the impatience of the comrades over the backwardness 
of th<3 labor movement„and in particular the slow growth of the 
Party, that is the cause of their desiring the Party to adopt 
immediate demands 

In "Left-Win& Coinmunism"by Tjonin,tbis question is seen; 
"We are communis ts wrote the Comran&rd Elanquists In their 
manifesto .because we wish tp attain our aim directly without 
stopping at intermediary stations; without compromise which only 
postpones the day of victory and prolongs the ]i&#ioa of slavery," 

Oarl Babbitt in July Bulletin writes" is the every-day 
struggle develops and the discontent of the workers in their 
helplessness, due' to the fact that, they do not understand the 
social structure, are always looking for somebody to do something 
for them"* He asks the question. "What should our attitude towar.7 
this struggle be? Should; we become absorbed in it? I B%y Ifo,." 
"Bngels in 1874 Writing on program of Communist Blanquists 
chasttaesthem for their desire to leap over "intermediary^statior.. 
without compromises" and for refusing to participate i*i such 
Activities for the reason that "they clearly see and perpetually 
follow the one final aim & the abolition of classes and creation 
of a social system in which there will no longer be amy place 
for private propoerty in land or in the means of production," 
Angela further adds "What childish ©aivette to put forward one r s 
own impatience as a theoretical argument," 
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On the basis of what Engela has written are we not correat 
la charging those comrades who are in, opposition to iismsdiate 
demands ^th the fact that it is they who are impatient ot>er 
the daily straggles of the workers and ai'e desirous of avoifiinsr 
them^with the object in view of hastening the building of tlye* 
Proletarian Party* 

. 'Oarl Babbitt as well as many other comrades seem to think 
that bac&uge & revolt? tio nary party fights { f ad an organisation; 
for oertaiei imeiiate interests of tha> working o lass s that the 
Party rm^i necsessaril y become swamped it?, social democratic votes 
i^r> These comrades must remember that with the social demoarato 
izo^&late aixna are all rcvl in theses elves. Mars: in the Gom-rroMsi 
Har.ti:f5f.fto hag atatM f l,T !Eh9 Communists fight for the atta^nn-snt of 
i£p ts*rediate &irns.4 J c3r the momentary interests of the working 
Q%%m^rat in the movement of the present^thev represent ana tafce 
oaf^ of tho future of the movements T? lt is therefore possible, 
according to M&fcx.not to be swamped in reforai2si g hut on tka con- 
trary raise the ideological level of the working* class by arrive 
participation in the struggle for their iimadi&te a'jras. 

Working within ma^s organizations coisnunists advance demands 
which reflect the every day needa of the workers 9 whether these 
organisations be trade unions ^ unemployed groups f et« c We must wife 
th© sympathy and confidence of these workers by our loyalty an& 
per3eve:?ence,as well as our ability to understand their needs 
and fight for them d In pointing out the shortcomings of stragg- 
ling merely for their immediate needs we try to instill into t%e 
minds of the workers* the understanding that struggle only for "4 
fair day ? s pay for a fair day v s work" will leave them enslaved f 
that only the abolition of the capitalist system will be the 
solution to thoir problems* 

The O.Po attempts, to do ;iust this though failure results 
because of thoir tactics which not enly isolates them from the 
worker?-* hut many times creates a hostility on the part of the 
workers toward them 

Comrade Keracher in writing about striking auto workers 
in Detroit states f "ffe are working withnthem in the friendliest 
way » 'Ehese are the facts And Detroit comrades willuse them to 
the. utmost against the C.P.w^je in the early part of the strike 
advertised us as lined up with Republicans and democrats against 
the strikers." X am quite sure that by supporting the strike, 
as an organization, the P&rtyhaft made some ^ajluable contacts 
with a great many workers 9 and gained the friendship of workers 
who have never been in contact with the Party, 

Comrade Babbitt points out that theoretical work is neglect -vd 
by Local Detroit* If this is true then this condition should be 
corrected by all meaiss But thi3 does not mean that the px-acties," 
work of the Party should be pushed in the background* ^Siearry is 
the basis for the development of a revolutionary movement , T $ it 
is lost sight of the movement a tumbles along and disintegrates 
Marxian theory becomes a vital force in the labor movement only 
when it is coordinated with practice* Otherwise all the" theory 
that may be obtainaa,if it is not linked up wix;h practice^rema- 
Ins absolutely wel^ie , 

Comrade Heinhuis expresses what he believes the viewpoint 
of the workers to bo regarding &fc* iitswsrtsr§Hieoday our movement is 
decidedly unpopular* it may remain uc until the eve of the rev-* 
olution* But this possibility tf&ouiil no s deter us," A revolution- 
ary party should not t to my iaind s xe^ain w unpopular TT to the wcrki3a> 
class* For sometime before ths revolutionary crisis considerable 
sections of the oppressed toi!4©s munt regard the vanguard a3 an 
organisation fighting for their interests* 

Jor the Proletarian Party to follow a policy of [education] 



(by A.Bielskas,Local Grand Rapids) 
Comrade Babbitt touches on something that should be given 
further consideration* Ihat is t the wise guy type of speakers t and 
also the kind that do not understand the Party T s position on the 
Farmer question and many other questions that our Party speakers 
are oalled upon to explain. 

fhe Party should work out ways and means of eliminating those 
speakers from the Party platform who do not understand the position 
of the Party. The wise guy type entagonizes and confuses, whil e the 
one who is igrorant of the position of the Party misinforms. Both 
kind do more harm than good to the Party. We should see to it that 
these Comrades be routed that understand the position of the Party. 
If we allow every member to speak for the Party just for speaking 
sake then that talk only amounts to "blaa blaaS. There is already 
too much of that in the Party. 

We review all articles before they are published in the Pro 
Hews to see that they are theoretically sound before we publish 
them. Why do we do this? Only for this reason, we know that we 
must explain things as they waeeror are. Our aim is to convey the 
facts about our work, whether they are liked or not. Nevertheless we 
at all times try to explain the truth about just what kind of a 
Party ours island also our position relative to the class struggle. 
Some comrades seem to think that we should yfeild to the wish- 
es of the masses inorder to win them over to our views, iftey dont 
seem to understand that when you have yielded to their wishes you 
have been wan over by their views, and that they are leading you 
instead of you leading them. Just how a group of farmers could 
get a "revolutionist" to go in their direction is easily explained. 
They were leading someone who claimed to understand but did not. 
This leader should go back into the study class and find out some- 
thing about the status of the farmer before he goes out again to 
spaak to them. 

We will deal more about the wise guy type. Workers cannot be 
win over by this type of speaker. Workers who hear the wise guy 
type come to the general conclusion that he is trying to convey 
to them how "wise" he is. Smart cracks and empty phrases do not 
put over ideas. This type of speaker does not belong on a working 
class platform. He would be better in a vaudeville. If a speaker 
cannot mix with the workers he cannot win them over.Jhe wise guy 
type usually finds himself isolated fi*om the workers.His influence 
is nil f If we examine articles for our Party pressi to make certain 
of, their soundness i then it follows of necessity that we should 
select only the best informed for ouaf platform so that our position 
be presented correctly io the workers . Above all ctomrades, let us 
eliminate from our platiorn those who do more harm than good to 
the Party. If we dont, then we will be doing more to confuse than 
to enlighten the workers. 

She speakers views should harmonise with the views presented 
in our program and Party press. If they do not, then they are in 
contradiction to the Party's position, ftiis dualism must be elim- 
inated, and it only can be done by keeping those off the platform 
who do not understand the Party's position, a study class shouB be 
held in all locals for speakers v and they should be thoroughly en- 
lightened before being allowed to speak in the name of the Party. 
No speaker should be allowed to speak in the name of the Party 
unless he ia willing to learn to express the ideas of the Party 
program. Districts should not route a speaker who does not know 
how to get acquainted. He must be a mixer to form effective contact. 
Money and time are wasted if the wrong kind of speakers are sent out 
The Party is not organized to give ^oy-rides or sight&seeing trips 
to anyone. let us use only those inour Party who are sound and can 
get results. 2his mast be done if we are to grow as a Revolutionary 
Party. 



